
Newburyport, MANewburyport, MA

Clipper City Rail Trail:Clipper City Rail Trail:
1+ mile paved, 101+ mile paved, 10--feet wide, multifeet wide, multi--use, offuse, off--road, road, 

nonnon--motorized trailmotorized trail



Old Eastern Line Railroad: Old Eastern Line Railroad: 
18401840’’s to 1960s to 1960’’ss

Railroad abandoned in 1970Railroad abandoned in 1970’’ss

1+ mile corridor between 1+ mile corridor between 
MBTA commuter rail station MBTA commuter rail station 
and Merrimack Riverand Merrimack River

Master Plan; Open Space Master Plan; Open Space 
Plan; Waterfront Plan; public Plan; Waterfront Plan; public 
meetings; Senior Project meetings; Senior Project 
Manager assignmentManager assignment

Newburyport Clipper City Rail Trail:Newburyport Clipper City Rail Trail:
Overview of HistoryOverview of History



Newburyport Clipper City Rail Trail:Newburyport Clipper City Rail Trail:
PrePre--Trail ConditionsTrail Conditions

Beaten footpath Rt. 1 bridge  underpass

North to Merrimack RiverNorth of train station



FHWA & State policyFHWA & State policy

MBTA 99MBTA 99––year leaseyear lease

Condo Association & Condo Association & 
Marina easementsMarina easements

Temporary construction Temporary construction 
easementseasements

5+ years5+ years

Newburyport Clipper City Rail Trail:Newburyport Clipper City Rail Trail:
RightRight--ofof--Way AcquisitionWay Acquisition



Newburyport Clipper City Rail Trail:Newburyport Clipper City Rail Trail:
FundFund--Raising ($4.25 million)Raising ($4.25 million)

Federal & state transportation construction funding: $3 millionFederal & state transportation construction funding: $3 million

7 State grants (Recreational Trails Grant program; Mass. Highway7 State grants (Recreational Trails Grant program; Mass. Highway
Department; Seaport Advisory Council): $850KDepartment; Seaport Advisory Council): $850K

Massachusetts Community Preservation Act funding: $200KMassachusetts Community Preservation Act funding: $200K

Other: Local businesses and charitable foundations; City; EventsOther: Local businesses and charitable foundations; City; Events
(community yard sale; parties); Individuals: $200K(community yard sale; parties); Individuals: $200K

Multiple years and 30+ awards (and more requests)Multiple years and 30+ awards (and more requests)



Newburyport Clipper City Rail Trail:Newburyport Clipper City Rail Trail:
PermittingPermitting

local Conservation Commissionlocal Conservation Commission

MA Chapter 91 WaterwaysMA Chapter 91 Waterways

MA MEPAMA MEPA

Army Corps of EngineersArmy Corps of Engineers

Coast GuardCoast Guard

Mass. Bay Transportation AuthorityMass. Bay Transportation Authority

Mass. Highway DepartmentMass. Highway Department



Newburyport Clipper City Rail Trail:Newburyport Clipper City Rail Trail:
DesignDesign

►► Design principle of Design principle of ““ConnectivityConnectivity”” –– neighborhoods, neighborhoods, 
streets/sidewalks, parks, adjacent communitiesstreets/sidewalks, parks, adjacent communities

•• StairwaysStairways
•• Spur pathwaysSpur pathways
•• BoardwalkBoardwalk
•• UnderpassUnderpass
•• BridgesBridges

►► Hard surface: asphaltHard surface: asphalt

►► Amenities: benches; signage; landscaping; sculpture & artAmenities: benches; signage; landscaping; sculpture & art



Newburyport Clipper City Rail Trail:Newburyport Clipper City Rail Trail:
Pedestrian BridgePedestrian Bridge

Former railroad bridge Former railroad bridge 
location (removed)location (removed)

Avoids dangerous grade Avoids dangerous grade 
crossing of Low Street off crossing of Low Street off 
Route 1Route 1

Critical offCritical off--road link road link 
between trail halvesbetween trail halves

Arched weathering steel Arched weathering steel 
bridge = visual statementbridge = visual statement



Newburyport Clipper City Rail Trail:Newburyport Clipper City Rail Trail:
Shoreline BoardwalkShoreline Boardwalk

Connection to Cashman ParkConnection to Cashman Park
(playground, soccer field, baseball (playground, soccer field, baseball 
field, tennis court, basketball field, tennis court, basketball 
court, boat launch, open lawn)court, boat launch, open lawn)

FSC (Forest Stewardship FSC (Forest Stewardship 
Council) certified Council) certified purpleheartpurpleheart
timbertimber

EightEight--feet wide pilefeet wide pile--supported supported 
structurestructure

Design: environmentally Design: environmentally 
sensitive + visually appealingsensitive + visually appealing



Newburyport Clipper City Rail Trail:Newburyport Clipper City Rail Trail:
Sculpture & Public ArtSculpture & Public Art

“Brushstrokes” by Rob Lorenson “Eclipse” by Rob Lorenson

“Native Fish” by Bob Kimball“Steam Loco” by Scott 
Kessel and Matt Niland



Newburyport Clipper City Rail Trail:Newburyport Clipper City Rail Trail:
Sculpture & Public ArtSculpture & Public Art

“Newburyport Collage” by Rob Leanna “G-Swirl” by Dale Rogers

Planters by Ron Headrick“Wishbone” by James Irving



Newburyport Clipper City Rail Trail:Newburyport Clipper City Rail Trail:
Sculpture & Public ArtSculpture & Public Art

“Peace Offering” by Michael Alfano “Torrential Flight” by Brian Russell

“Great Blue Heron” by Bob Kimball“DogWalker” by Rob Hitzig



Newburyport Clipper City Rail Trail:Newburyport Clipper City Rail Trail:
MaintenanceMaintenance

Very partVery part--time Parks Coordinator time Parks Coordinator 
with $10K annual budgetwith $10K annual budget

Adjacent businesses (e.g., Adjacent businesses (e.g., EnproEnpro))

Neighborhoods (e.g., Neighborhoods (e.g., BattisBattis
Grove)Grove)

Individuals (e.g., Charles Individuals (e.g., Charles NickouNickou))

Regional Arts Group (Green Regional Arts Group (Green 
Artists League)Artists League)

Local Dept. of Public ServicesLocal Dept. of Public Services



Newburyport Clipper City Rail Trail:Newburyport Clipper City Rail Trail:
ExtensionExtension

Waterfront and South End loopWaterfront and South End loop
–– R.O.W. (B&M acquisition; neighborR.O.W. (B&M acquisition; neighbor

lawsuit; Coast Guard; National Grid)lawsuit; Coast Guard; National Grid)
–– FundFund--raisingraising
–– Design & permittingDesign & permitting
–– ConstructionConstruction

Other communities:Other communities:
–– Salisbury, MA (north)Salisbury, MA (north)
–– Newbury, MA (south)Newbury, MA (south)



Newburyport Clipper City Rail Trail:Newburyport Clipper City Rail Trail:
Enjoyment & Quality of LifeEnjoyment & Quality of Life

Popular & new Popular & new 
recreational and recreational and 
social public space, social public space, 
plus alternative plus alternative 
transportation transportation 
corridorcorridor

Community Community 
competitiveness competitiveness 
and sustainabilityand sustainability
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