
By Elizabeth Wood, AICP  

Until recently, I thought Broadway shows were generally themed on fairy tales, created from 

Disney adaptations, or parodied on other big name story lines.  Never in my wildest dreams had 

I fathomed that the topic of City Planning would take center stage on Broadway --but a fellow 

NNECAPA member brought it to my attention that this was not only possible, but indeed, it was 

occurring at that very minute!  

 

A little history.  

 

In September, while attending the òBig Picture Planningó NNECAPA Annual Conference in 

Stowe, Vermont, I had the pleasure of eating dinner with the 2014 NEECAPA Project of the 

Year winners --Tora Johnson  and Judy East, AICP from Washington County Maine, along with 

their friend and colleague Sandi Duschesne, AICP also from Maine.  Like a planning groupie, I 

hung onto their every word.  Ok perhaps I exaggerate slightly.  But I did figure that anything 

these high achievers said would be worth soaking up.   

 

As we enjoyed delicious Mexican-themed cuisine and marga-

ritas, the conversation turned to a musical that Judy had re-

cently seen on Broadway in New York City.  If/Then , she said 

was fabulous.  And when I heard it was about a City Planner 

named Elizabeth, it gave me the idea that I, of all people, 

should see it! SeriouslyñWhat are the chances? 

 

It took me a few months to execute on Judyõs recommenda-

tion, but on February 8, between snow blizzards, I managed 

to make it to Times Square and get a ticket.  The show, writ-

ten by Brian Yorkie , and starring Idina Menzel -- previously a 

star from the hit production Wicked/Wicked  and also the voice of Elsa from Frozen-- is an ex-

ample of a new theatrical genre that leaves the audience guessing how things will end for the 

main character.  In If/Then , we are left wondering which òlifeó Elizabeth  will end up living.  

 

Elizabeth Vaughan , the 38 year-old City Planner, who serves as the shows protagonist, trans-

plants to Manhattan from Arizona for a fresh start after her divorce.  Many opportunities come 

her way both career-wise and romantically.  She is constantly torn between choices as she eval-

uates the pros and cons of each.   

 

Is Elizabeth going to carry out herself as  òLizó or as òBeth?  Will she pursue her dream job or a 

solid romance?  Can she do both?  The plot switches continuously between two possible lives 

and even more possible outcomes depending not only on Elizabethõs life choices, and also on 

the life choices of her friends, colleagues, and also happenstances within the city and beyond.  

The production constantly leaves you guessing as to how each one of these scenarios might 

play out.   
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By Ben Frost, Esq., AICP - NNECAPA PDO 

NEW AICP MEMBERS 

These Chapter members passed the AICP exam in November 

2014 ð Congratulations! 

¶ Daniel Bacon, AICP 

¶ Timothy Corwin, AICP 

¶ Rick Harbison, AICP 

¶ Heather Shank, AICP 

 

AICP EXAM  INFORMATION 

Are you interested in taking the exam, but donõt know where 

to start?  First, there is information on the Chapterõs website, 

located under the Professional Development tab.  You can also 

look up the basics about the exam in the APAõs òExam Candi-

date Bulletinó at www.planning.org/certification/bulletin/ .   

Contact me at bfrost@nhhfa.org  for additional guidance on 

the exam.  Also, I conducted a webinar about studying for and 

taking the exam, which can be viewed on YouTube on the NH 

Planners Associationõs channel, here: https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=sT2cMW028N0.    

If youõve been approved to sit for the May 2015 exam, the 

testing window is from May 4 through 18 ð be sure to make 

your appointment, as spaces fill up fast.  The application peri-

od for the November 2015 exam will open on June 2.   

 

TRAINING  OPPORTUNITIES 

Planning Webcast Series Consortium Free Webinars:   2014 

was another great year for the Consortium, as we provided 36 

free webcasts good for 54 CM credit hours.  In 2015, NNE-

CAPA has again joined with over 40 other chapters and divi-

sions in this effort.  You can earn all of your required CM cred-

its from wherever you are!  You can see the current listing of 

2015 programs and archives on the Utah APA website at 

http://www.utah -apa.org/webcasts.   

Check out the webcasts on social media:  

¶ Facebook ð  www.facebook.com/pages/Planning-

Webcast-Series/274203962600243z 

¶ Twitter ð @planningwebcast 

Currently Scheduled Webcasts ð click on the webcast name to 

register: 

¶ March 20 - Northern New England Chapter - Housing 

for People with Disabilities: A Civil Rights Lens  - Alison 
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¶ March 13 - Northern New England Chapter - Respond-

ing to FCC New Collocation Rules - How to Avoid 

"Deemed Granted"  - Gerard Lederer - CM Pending - 

#e.29641 - LAW CREDIT! 

 

¶ February 27 - Utah Chapter - Millenials and Mobility in 

the Modern West  - Julia Collins and Richard Brockmeyer, 

AICP - CM Pending - #e.29639 

 

Do you have a great idea for a webcast?  Weõre currently set-

ting out the schedule for 2015, which promises to be another 

great year.  Contact me at bfrost@nhhfa.org.   

 

You can also find a listing of free training sessions  offered by 

APA as distance education products at www.planning.org/

cm/free .  There are over 30 hours of free training available.   

 

CHAPTER EVENT SPONSORSHIP POLICY FOR CM CREDIT 

Please remember that the Chapter has a policy regarding 

sponsorship of Certification Maintenance applications for 

events hosted by other organizations.  This requires contact 

with the Chapter PDO (thatõs me) as early as possible in the 

event planning process, as well as completion of a form ac-

knowledging the policy and submission of all information nec-

essary for filing the CM applications.   

 

Chapter CM sponsorship may be made in situations where 

 

¶ The host organization is a non-profit or governmental 

organization based in the NNECAPA region, including 

any of the three state planning associations affiliated 

with NNECAPA;  

¶ A NNECAPA member is significantly involved in the 

development of the event;  

¶ The event meets minimum standards for CM credit 

for delivery and administration, as established by the 

AICP and described in the provider handbook 

(http://planning.org/cm/activities/pdf/cmproviderhan

dbook.pdf ); and  

¶ NNECAPA CM sponsorship will be consistent with 

APAõs sponsorship guidelines.   
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By Elizabeth Wood, NH State Director  

2015 brought forth a change of guard for NHPAõs presidency.  After deftly managing the NHPA for three years, Sarah Marchant, 

AICP passed the baton to Shanna Saunders, AICP and NHPA is looking forward to a continuation of strong leadership. 

The New Hampshire Plannerõs Association recognizes Sarah Marchant , NHPA Past President 2011 -2014 as being effective in 

guiding the organization through a structural transition.  Historically, NHPA received many support services from the New Hamp-

shire Municipal Association (NHMA) free of charge as an affiliate of that organization.  When NHMA was no longer able to do t his, 

Sarah found a way for NHPA to obtain equivalent services autonomous from NHMA thus providing an avenue for NHPA to be-

come a more stand-alone, self-supporting organization.  Part of the changes implemented included transitioning to a new online 

member management server from Cornerstone to Wild Apricot to suit the changing needs of NHPA.   

Marchantõs contributions during her presidency are many and her behind the scenes work often doesnõt make front page news.  

But evidence of her leadership ability manifested publically at the 2013 NHPA Spring conference when Sarah took the lead in or-

ganizing the conference at the LaBelle Winery in Amherst, NH.  As part of the conference program emphasis was placed on 

agritourism, a growing land use trend in New Hampshire.  One of the conference sessions a tour of the winery and explanations 

were  provided as to how the site plan for the new business tied in with agritourism.  Since this 2013 conference, the topic of 

agritourism has continued to be on the front range for many planners across the state as the trend persists. 

Sarah Marchant, AICP, who has been on the NHPA Executive Committee since 2008 is the Director of the Community Develop-

ment Division for the City of Nashua and is currently serving as the NNECAPA Legislative Liaison. 

While NHPA welcomed Shanna B. Saunders as their new President  towards the end of 2014, she 

is not new to the Executive Board or with her involvement in NHPA.  

Shanna has been a NHPA Executive Committee member since 2009. Prior to being President she 

served as Secretary.  She has served on the Legislative Subcommittee since 2010, and served on 

several Conference Organizing Committees.  On being elected, Shanna plans to focus the NHPAõs 

energies on being more visible and useful to the membership and hopes to be more proactive in 

legislative lobbying and creating lasting partnerships with other organizations that strive, as 

NHPA does, for a better New Hampshire. 

Shanna is a 2003 graduate of the Resource Administration and Management Masterõs Degree 

program at the University of New Hampshire and has an undergraduate degree in Environmental 

Conservation from UNH as well. She started her career path as director of the non-profit water-

shed group the Parker River Clean Water Association in Newbury, MA. From there she worked several years for the town of Row-

ley, MA as their Conservation Administrator. She now directs the City of Laconia Planning Department in the Lakes Region of New 

Hampshire. While at the City of Laconia, she has integrated low impact development principals into construction proposals, re-

drafted the cluster ordinance in the form of Randall Arendtõs Conservation Subdivision, enacted steep slope protections, and 

helped design a new lighting ordinance under the Dark Sky Initiativeõs principals. She continues to strive everyday to integrate 

wise land use principals into New Hampshire land use policies. 

Shanna lives, runs, cooks and gardens in Seacoast New Hampshire with her husband and two children. 

In late 2013, NHPA welcomed Mark Connors  and Sara Carbonneau  to the Executive Committee.  Both 

have contributed much in their first year of tenure. 

Mark Connors  was appointed to the NH Planners Association Executive Committee in late 2013 and 

was elected to a three-year term in 2014. He is currently serving his second year as Professional De-

velopment Officer  for the association. As NHPAõs Professional Development Officer, Mark hopes to 

expand trainings to non -traditional subjects that impact planning including real estate and consumer 

trends, business development and retention and public policy. 

Mark currently works as a Regional Planner for the Nashua Regional Planning Commission, a position 

he has held for the past two years.  Mark has worked under two federal Sustainable Communities 

grants; the Wasatch Choice for 2040 project in Salt Lake County, Utah and the New Hampshire 
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statewide regional planning effort. Prior to his planning career, Mark worked as a newspaper reporter in the Boston area. 

Markõs professional interests include land use and transportation planning, neighborhood and downtown planning and econom-

ic development analyses. He particularly enjoys consolidating technical data into graphically illustrative products to maximize 

their accessibility to the public.  

Sara Carbonneau  was also elected to NHPAõs Executive Committee towards the latter part of 2013 and serves as the NHPA Ex-

ecutive Committeeõs Secretary.  She has also been a member of NHPAõs Legislative Policy Committee for the last 4 years and 

served on the Conference Organizing Committee that planned the conference in Keene.   

Carbonneau was honored as the NH Professional Planner of the Year in 2013.  In a letter from her daughter Laura that was read 

during the presentation of the award, Laura stated that when she was younger, she assumed that her mother was òthe master-

mind behind some sort of Sim City creationó and that she would simply describe Saraõs job to her friends as òworking for the gov-

ernmentêwhich was more for the ôahõ factor than anything else.ó   

In Saraõs non-NHPA time, she is the Director of Planning and Community Development for the town of Swanzey, a position (in 

various iterations) she has held since 1998.  As in most small communities (even though Swanzey has almost 7,500 residents) 

Sara serves as the òsoup to nutsó person ð doing everything from meeting with citizens, to plan review, to sending out legal no-

tices.  She states that no one day is like the day before, which keeps the position interesting.  While Sara doesnõt see the òahó 

factor in her job, she admits that working for the Town of Swanzey has been, and continues to be, a wonderful adventure. 

Carbonneau received her masterõs degree in Resource Management and Administration from Antioch New England in the mid-

1990s, and shortly thereafter started her formal planning career in Swanzey.  Her undergraduate degree was in English and 

Pyschology from Hartwick College in Oneonta, New York. 

In her spare time (which there is not a lot of), she enjoys taking mini-vacations, gardening, and spoiling her rescue dog from 

Texas, Jilly.  She states that she is one of those [hopefully] rare planners who lives on 39 acres at the end of a Class VI road and 

has an excavator in her front yard.   

NHPA recently welcomed two ònewó faces on the executive committeeñDonna Pohli and Scott Osgood were inducted at the end 

of 2014 and due to Sara Carbonneauõs diligence you can get all of these details in the minutes; however, this section aims to take 

provide a summarized sketch. 

Since coming on the Executive Committee at the beginning of September 2014, Donna Pohli  has been 

adding items to the current website while focusing on building  NHPA's new website (hopefully launched 

in the upcoming weeks).  By making the transition to our new member management software, Wild Apri-

cot, Donna has worked with Ben Frost, NHPA Treasurer, to transfer our databases, files, finances, and the 

ever-changing membership information to our new software.  

Donna has also tried to update NHPA's LinkedIn account and consistently respond to requests in addition 

to answering all the emails NHPA gets on the shared gmail account. Pohli also continues to send out im-

portant information, polls, and other requests such as award nominations to the membership to 

keep them updated.  

In addition to  her responsibilities as NHPA's Public Information Officer, She has worked to modify NHPA's 

strategic plan with a sub-committee, helped to plan our annual meeting in November, and  is a co-chair for 

the upcoming  annual conference this Spring. 

In her personal life, Donna has some exciting newsñas she got engaged in the fall of 

2014 to her sweetheart Chris while out hiking on New Hampshireõs Mount Cannon.  While 

a wedding date has yet to be set, Donna says that the planning part of the wedding is not 

as fun as she had hoped.  While thatõs a bummer for Donna, it is a relief for us because 

her colleagues are hoping she sticks to the field of town planning and doesnõt leave us to 

start an alternate career as a wedding planner!   

Congratulations Donna and Chris! 
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Scott Osgood , inducted at the close of 2014, says he òis honored to have been elected to the Execu-

tive Committee of the New Hampshire Planners Association.ó He plans to be active in the Legislative 

Committee , and to help inform members of the Planning community as Editor of the Quarterly 

Newsletter  and to learn and help inform the planning community of resources and current trends in 

the planning profession. 

Scott has been actively involved in Planning since 1999, when he attended a meeting of the Henniker 

Planning Board to hear about the upcoming plan to update the Master Plan. He was invited to apply 

to be an alternate to the Board, a soon became an elected member, Chair for three years, and served 

on the Board until 2010. In that time he was appointed as the Henniker Representative to the Central 

Regional Planning Commission, as well as the TAC committee, serving as vice chair. Scott also partici-

pated in the development of the CNHRPC/SNHRPC CEDS Plan.  

Osgood is presently employed as the Town Planner in Enfield, and serves on the TIF committee, Enfield Village Association Eco-

nomic Development Committee, the Upper Valley Transportation Management Association steering committee and the Mascoma 

Valley Food Coop startup effort.  He also serves as District Commissioner in Hillsboroughõs Emerald Lake District and as a member 

of the Selectboard in Henniker, where he serves on the Conservation, Economic Development, and Azalea Park Committee.  

Scottõs education is as a Civil Engineer, and is a licensed professional in New Hampshire. His work career has been in Construction 

Management where he worked for national and local Construction Management and Design Firms, the State of New Hampshire 

and the Community College system.  

Osgoodõs projects included housing complexes in Massachusetts and New York State, commercial building projects in Rhode Is-

land and New Hampshire, a High Rise in Boston, Corporate Headquarters in Connecticut and New Jersey, Hospitals, a Large Scale 

Brewery, the 1980 Winter Olympics, the Advance Roadways in South and East Boston on the Central Artery/ Tunnel Project, and a 

number of State and College Buildings in New Hampshire. 

Scott and Patti, his wife of 28 years, live in Henniker with his two college age daughters.   

 

NHPA Grapevine updates are generally published on a quarterly basis.  If you or a planner you know of has experienced a 

recent career accomplishment or life milestone, your peers would enjoy hearing about it.   Please contact the NH State 

Director with your submissions: nhstatedirectior.nnecapa@gmail.com   

Photo by Lee Krohn  
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