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When town meetings in Manchester, VT let out, board members return
to their lives as teachers, store owners, Little League coaches, home
makers 9 and, now, high school students. In a unique partnership with
the local high school, Burr & Burton Academy (BBA) and the Founda-
tion, the Town of Manchester appointed high school students to serve
on municipal boards and commissions.

Students are appointed to the Planning Commission, Desigh Review Board,
Development Review Board, Parks & Recreation Committee, Conservation
Commission, Energy Committee and the Mark Skinner Library Board. They
serve as full voting members on all but two of the boards, which, for legal
reasons, do not allow minors to vote. Students attend meetings, read up on
the issues, comment on proposals and make their voices heard.

Manchester is a lively, historic New England town. As regional center for
tourism, the arts and shopping, it is n
regularly confront new development proposals, as well as new regulatory rec-

Continues on Page 7

My View from the Board |

By David W. Woods, Ph.D., AICP/PP, Director, Region 1

For the last three years, | have had the honor of serving on the
APA Board of Directors elected from Region 1, the Northeast-
ern part of the United States and Canada. During this time, |
have been struck by many ways that we as planners can serve
the public and the profession while realizing professional and
personal growth. In short, it is an exciting time to be a planner! | have been
able to attend a number of Chapter conferences, which have provided me

with a firsthand feel for the economic, communication, infrastructure, and
environmental problems that planners in Region 1 are struggling with and

the challenges we are going to continue to face for the foreseeable future.

Continues on Page 10
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Presidentds Message

By Peg Elmer - NNECAPA President Thereds also increasing ac
ters to create OYoun@PAIl an

Presidentds Message: Notes

- . leadership has been promoting this but limited
in Minneapolis

membership to age 32 and under. An impressive
new outreach brochure from the group in the

It continues to be illuminating to learn how other o
Sacramento area (ages up to 35) was distributed.

chapters function, and to . ; e )
world to theirs.  Several chapters have employed ey gre.very ac.tlve wit mu t!p € committees ac-

~ complishing all kinds of objectives. New Jersey
staff, but theydve got wup

also has an active group with membership that

Most have at least one major planning program at
goes up to 35.

one of their universities that provides support via

students and professional workshops. : o
The APA Professional Development Committee is

coming out with a pro bono pro-
gram manual. Several chapters
have a oOcommunity
pl anning progr amoé
assistance to municipalities

needing professional help who

Promotion of student involve-

ment is something
interested in and share with

other chapters, no matter what

our capacity. In sharing what

other chapters are doing, a

number have a student on the
Executive Committee with a

vote. NNECAPA created a stu-

dent liaison position on the
committee some years ago,

along with two faculty liaisons,

but none have a vote - which
clearly affects interest in partici-
pation. Some chapters have
provided a budget allocation for
student activity.  APA has cre-
ated a new student member _
category that is free initially but Picture by Lee Krohn.
much of its outreach and oppor-

tunities for students (such as scholarships) is

done only through accredited planning schools.

We dondét currently hawhenan
APA staff requested ideas on expanding member-

ship, | suggested they reach out to all the plan-

ning students in non  -accredited programs, which

seemed well -supported by other Chapter presi-
dents. 9 APA Chicago will help chapters do elections

mont, we have an NGO, the
Smart Growth Collaborative

(CLF, VNRC, Smart Growth VT)
offering that pro bono work. In
' the interest of supporting and
promoting the profession of plan-

* ning, should NNECAPA and/or

¢ our state associations help spon-
sor this work?

Monetary help:

I The Leadership Development
Committee has requested a pot of

$500 grants to chapters to provide a booth at

af filiated professions?d
 There will be assistance on dues for unem-

ployed planners @ if anyone is in that category,

please do not simply let your membership lapse

but investigate what this option will consist of

Continues on Page 9
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SAVE THE DATE! for the NNECAPA Annual Conference I

Please join us September 24th and 25th on the coast in beautiful Belfast, Maine for the 2009 Annual
Conference of the Northern New England Chapter of the Ame
ference will focus on finding opportunity amidst the current economic situation. Despite the doom and
gloom reporting as of late, the reprieve from the rapid growth of the last decade provides the perfect occa-
sion to reexamine the way we plan for and develop our communities.

Attendees will have three tracks of workshops to choose from:

1 The Local Economy @& This track will focus on finding ways to grow local economies from within and
develop grassroots efforts to inspire and support community endeavors.

1 Rethinking Transportation & This track will focus on finding solutions for New England communities
to address rising fuel costs and increased vehicle emissions through alternative transportation.

1 The New Built Environment 8 This track will focus on new approaches to integrating green and sus-
tainable practices into infrastructure development.

In addition a variety of mobile workshops will be offered as well as both law and ethics sessions for CM
requirements. AICP members will also find CM credits will be available for other sessions.

Attendees are encouraged to book a room in one of Bel|f as!
downtown area. A limited number of rooms have also been reserved for conference attendees at the Bel-

fast Harbor Inn for the nights of the 23 rd and 24 t (attendees will not be permitted to book the night of

the 24 t without booking an additional night). The Belfast Harbor Inn can be reached at 1.800.545.8576,
1.207.338.2740, or at  www.belfastharborinn.com . More lodging information will be up on the NNECAPA
website very shortly at:  www.nnecapa.org

We have scheduled this yeards conference to back up tjo t |

The fair begins on Friday and it is a big weekend for the area. It is strongly recommended that atten-
dees make their room reservations as early as possible. To learn more about the fair visit
www.mofga.org/TheFair/tabid/135/Default.aspx . In addition to the fair the area offers a variety of at-

tractions including the Penobscot Narrows Bridge, Fort Knox, Moose Point and Lake St. George State
Parks, a variety of museums including the Farnsworth Art Museum, schooner tours, several wineries,
and of course miles of scenic coastline. So bring the whole family and make a weekend out of it!
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State Grapevines

VERMONT by Tara Bamford

This winter residents of nine Vermont communi-
ties benefited from installation of free energy sav-
ing products and information on other sources of
assistance for further improvements through par-
ticipation in the Vermont Community Energy Mo-
bilization Pilot Project. The program provides free
installation of energy saving devices, a review of
home fuel use, and information on sources of fi-
nancial assistance with energy efficiency. The pro-
jectis an initiative of Efficiency Vermont, an inde-
pendent nonprofit created by the Vermont Legis-
lature in 2000 and funded by an energy efficiency
charge on electric bills. Congratulations to Brat-
tleboro, Grafton, Lincoln, Mad River Valley,
Marshfield/Plainfield/East Montpelier, Manches-
ter/Dorset/Peru, Montpelier, Ripton, and Thet-
ford for being chosen for this pilot project after a
competitive selection process and to the volun-
teers who make this project possible.

Manchester also received a separate grant from
the Stratton Foundation to do more intensive effi-
ciency upgrades in selected families' homes. Man-
chester has also embarked on other efficiency
projects, including a streetlight initiative, energy
audits of all municipal facilities, insulation and
heating system upgrades, and hopes to install a
solar hot water system at Town Hall.

Lee Krohn, AICP, and three of his student board
members presented a workshop at the APA na-
tional conference entitled Engaging Youth in Plan-
ning: Direct Experience as Board Members.
Building on their presentation at the 2008 NNE-
CAPA Conference, the students shared their ex-
perience to date as members of town boards, and
encouraged other communities to take similar
action to encourage youth to become more in-
volved and have a voice in civic affairs. The stu-
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dents thank VPA and NNECAPA for their gener-
ous contributions toward their travel costs to the
APA Conference.

By the way, for those who don't know him, Lee
Krohn is a planner with many talents. As a pro-
fessional photographer he has been a regular con-
tributor to the Bennington Banner, Manchester
Journal, Vermont Magazine, and many local non-
profits, and recently earned merit points for two
of his images in the print competition at the an-
nual convention of the Vermont Professional Pho-
tographers Association. Krohn's top scoring im-
ages, custom printed by John Conte of the Image
Loft in Manchester, were entitled "Fighting the
inferno" - showing Manchester's volunteer fire-
fighters in action, and "Magical Circus Light",
from a performance of Circus Smirkus here in
town. Krohn is also a member of the Manchester
Fire Department and the Vermont State Firefight-
ers Association.

Fighting the inferno by Lee Krohn.
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ME Legislative Update

By MacGregor Stocco, AICP
ME Legislative Liaison

The Maine Legislative Policy Committee (LPC) con-
tinues to actively work to elevate the visibility of
the planning profession in the Maine Legislature.
The LPC has testified on 10 bills thus far this ses-
sion and attended numerous public hearings,
work sessions, and stakeholder group meetings.
Most bills, such as LD 107 An Act to Change the
Classification of Man -made Wetlands, which the
LPC testified against, die a slow death (public
hearing on February 10 t with Senate officially
voting Ought Not to Pass on April 2 nd).

Sometimes there are multiple bills on a similar
topic, such as the five bills proposing to modify
and/or eliminate the Informed Growth Act. In
these instances, Legislative Committees often
hold hearings on all the related bills on the same
day, and choose to amend one bill to incorporate
pieces of the other bills. Naturally, this requires
LPC members to read through and discuss all the
similar bills. So, even though the LPC has pro-
vided testimony on 10 bills, it has read through
and debated the pros and cons of significantly
more bills.

LD 1392, An Act to Promote Economic Develop-
ment and Reduce Reliance on Automobiles
through Transit -Oriented Tax Increment Financ-
ing Districts, is the one piece of proposed legisla-
tion most interesting to LPC members this year.

It basically expands TIF districts to include TOD
districts. Since TODs are notwell  -known in rural
northern New England, one of the main goals of
the LPC is to explain the concept to legislators
and help them understand that this is sound fi-
nancial planning for our future. While the Port-
land area is ripe for this kind of legislation, Am-
trak is expanding north along the coast, and if
passed, this bill could enhance the prospect of
future non -automotive transportation projects.
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No public hearing has been scheduled as of this
printing. We will send an update with the next
newsletter.

There are five other O0subj
has been strongly engaged over the course of this
term:

Site Law_

There are two bills on this subject, one minor (LD
431) and one major (LD 1268). Most debate over
the major bill occurred outside the Legislature.
The Maine Department of Environmental Protec-
tion (DEP) is spearheading an effort to make ma-
jor amendments to the Site Location of Develop-
ment Law (Site Law), and LD 1268 would make
many of those changes. Apparently, the Site Law
has not been modified significantly in a couple
decades, and DEP wishes to clean up many loop-
holes and conflicting language. At the same time,
since they were considering these changes, DEP
staff decided to look into modifying many other
rul es. I't i s these
controversial, including provisions to steer growth

to locally designated growth areas and surrogates

for growth areas when they are not designated by

a community. DEP has held stakeholder meet-

ings outside the legislature (including one in

which the LPC participated). The LPC also pro-

vided testimony on LD 1268. As of this printing,

we are still unsure how the Legislature will move

forward with the bill, i.e. trying to do everything

DEP asks, or oOsplittingo6 t
Ohousecleaningd vs. oupdat

Informed Growth Act

There were five bills on this subject (LDs 242,
273, 448, 918, 1019). The Legislature eventually
pared down the number of bills, seeking to reach
consensus on specific modifications. The com-
mittee chair even held multiple stakeholder meet-

Continues on Page 12
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Professional Development Updates I

By Ben Frost, AICP, NNECAPA Professional Devel-
opment Officer

Registering Your Credits

A report from APA states that a significant pro-
portion of the Chapterds
logged onto the Certification Maintenance report-
ing system. I tds i
must formally report your activities yourself by
going to the AICP Certification Maintenance web-
site ( http://www.planning.org/cm/index.htm
attending sessions and signing the attendance
sheet will not suffice; you must report on the web-
site and certify your attendance.

Al

)A

Training Opportunities

Free Course: Planning for Healthy Places

Planning for Healthy Places with Health Impact
Assessments is the first in a series of CM  -eligible
online courses from APA. Through examples and

activitiestobthgsi odoexpl ain

of Health Impact Assessments and outlines the
steps involved in conducting one.

This course was developed in partnership be-
tween the American Planning Association and the
National Association of County & City Health Offi-
cials and is offered free of charge through a grant
from the Centers for Disease Control. CM | 6
http://professional.captus.com/Planning/hia

Free Monthly Webinars

A dozen chapters of APA have pooled their re-
sources to offer webcast training opportunities
that are free to APA members. Below is the list of
sessions that are still open for registration. The
June (Law) and July (Ethics) sessions are now full
and registration for them is closed. You can visit
the APA Utah Chapter website to register for any
of these: http://www.utah -
apa.org/webcasts.htm . CM | 1.5 each

Volume 27, Issue 2

mportant

Wind & Small and Large
August 7,2009 &1 pm 062:30 pm EDT

The Future of Transportation: Providing Sus-
tainable Choices for the Public
September 4, 2009 01 pm 0 2:30 pm EDT

Practical Application of Takings, Exactions

and Constitutional Procedural Requirements

in Local Land Use Decisions 6 CM LAW CREDIT
October 2,2009 81 pm 02:30 pm EDT

Community Visioning: Creating the Frame-
work for Tomorrowfs
November 6, 2009 061 pm 0 2:30 pm EST

Fl orid

Creating Sustainable Communities
(registration not yet available)
December 4,2009 &1 pm 0 2:30 pm EST

Topic to be Determined (Save the date!)
December 11,2009 961 pm - 2:30 pm EST

And in addition, there are these two webinars are
being offered:

Community Strategies for Dealing with Dis-

tressed Properties

December 10,2009 961 pm - 2:30 pm EST. CM |
1.5 LAW - Register here:
https://www2.gotomeeting.com/reqister/962073883

Creating Truly Collaborative Planning: Future

Mel bourneds Coll aborative
September 18,2009 &4 pm - 5:30 pm EST. CM |
1.5 - Register here:
https://www2.gotomeeting.com/reqgister/430422955

And yes, thereds more!
Planning for Healthy Places with Health Im-
pact Assessments

This free online course is available through June
1, 2009. This online course will explain the value
of conducting an HIA and the steps involved in

conducting an HIA. Throughout the course, ex-

Continues on Page 13
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Manchester Youth Engagement

Manchester, VT (Continued from Page 1)

ommendations intended to guide their decisions. Planning is taken seriously, and vehement advocates on
every side of issues and proposals weigh in. Until recently, town meetings and debates have been domi-

nated by ol der voices. Manchesterds Select Board bega
missions in 2007, and now high school students spend their weeknights discussing the nuances of zon-

ing setbacks and design standards alongside their adult counterparts.

Feedback to date from the students, the Townds adul't

uniformly positive. The program will develop to include better training, opportunities for students to
speak at conferences and network with other youth leaders, and a broader youth engagement initiative.

Project Goals

T Build a structured forum in
youth can engage with one another and discuss rele-
vant issues.

1 Facilitate communication among residents of different
generations and interests.

T I mprove students® understand
planning topics and the Town.

1 Foster an ethic of civic involvement and awareness in
students, in the hope that it will lead them to be life-
long active and engaged members of their communi- V4
ties. The three current youth board members re-

1 Increase diversity of participation in decision -making, ~ cently spoke at the National APA conference
. . . in Minneapolis, MN.
better reflecting the interests of all citizens.
1 Bring new opinions and ideas from a traditionally un- Charlotte Hogan (DRB), Campbell Halligan
derrepresented group (youth) to the Town boards and (DRB), and Megan LaValley (PC)

commissions and, in particular, to discussions of is-
sues that will impact future generations.

T Strengthen youtho6és ties to their home ¢ ommu Anigratioa.s i

1 Develop a model for youth engagement that can be applied in other communities.

Project Description

In the summer of 2006, the Orton Family Foundation convened a group to consider youth involvement in
Manchesterds government. The group consisted of t
member, Manchester citizens, staff from BBA and five high school students. The group researched and
considered models for youth engagement used across the country, as well as laws and policies in Man-

chester and Vermont that would impact youth involvement. One Manchester student from another local

school had already been serving on the Townds Recr eatji

groupd6s thinking.

he T

Continues on Page 8
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Manchester Youth Engagement

Manchester, VT (Continued from Page 7)

After discussing options, the group settled on a model that would best match the interests of Manchester
students, the structure of local government and the culture of the community. With the support of the
Foundation and BBA, students presented the concept to the Select Board in 2006 and formally requested
that students be appointed to the Town boards and commissions. The Select Board agreed to consider
the proposal and, after receiving consent from all municipal boards, authorized the appointments in

2007.

As presented to the Select Board in 2006, the Project included two key components:

1) Youth Representatives on Existing Boards and
Commissions

To help give youth a voice in town decision -making and

to teach high school students about the structure and
operation of town government, two high school students

serve as full voting members on all but two of Manches-
terds boards (Development Re
Commission), which are quasi  -judicial and cannot le-

gally allow minors to vote. Students serve on each board

for two -year terms and are selected through the same
application and interview process that the Select Board

uses to appoint adult board members.

2) Separate and Open Youth Commission

To provide an opportunity for all local youth to participate in discussions about civic life, the exploratory
committee also envisioned a separate and open Youth Commission, which would give students a vehicle
or participating and making their opinions known, even if they did not serve on a town board or commis-
sion. The separate Youth Commission would give students the opportunity to discuss other matters that
are important to them, to plan events or action and to increase youth awareness of town issues.

While student representation on boards and commissions is now well established in Manchester, the sec-
ond component of the project & the Youth Commission & remains in limbo. During 2009, the students
and their advisors will give further thought to the best way to broaden participation throughout the

youth population.

The Foundationds evalwuations of the project partners,
indicated unanimous support for the program; the overwhelming majority of respondents agreed that the

program has helped to increase youth participation in Town government, bring new perspectives to the

boards and increase student understanding of civic affairs. Students and adults alike indicated that the

greatest challenge is helping students feel comfortable enough to speak up in meetings, which project

partners will address with training.

Volume 27, Issue 2 Page 8
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President s Message (Gortinied o Page 2) I

electronically for free (we need to revise our by -laws to allow for the electronic option, but the mail-
ings have been arduous and expensive)

9 As part of broadening their outreach, APA will be providing Planning magazine and The Commissioner
electronically free to citi zWedisqussedrstraegies anddwita pfovidet e 6
citizen planner membership to municipalities without names attached, to allow for the turnover, and
to provide for zoning administrators and other staff who may not be able to afford full professional
membership.

After a year of mandatory CM for the AICP members, these are

the numbers we were provided. At the outset, 80% of planners in
their 2006s felt that mandatory CM3
make the AICP certification mean something. 80% of planners
over 40 had the opposite opinionel.
Now, after the furor, as overall APA membership decreases during '
the economic downturn, the one sector of APA membership in-
creasing is AICP membership, and 37% of those taking the exam
are over 40. The step of requiring CM for those with the AICP
certification is viewed as a success. Complaints continue about
the website, mistakes made in its launching and difficulties in J
recording credits.  APA staff are acquiring harder shells. Picture by Lee Krohn.

APA staff do plan to create targeted memos coming on the electronic APA Interact newsletter, listing free
CM opportunity links. Organizations in our region, such as the VT Planners Association, have been pur-
chasing the DVDs of the APA webinars. Those purchases will be a question next year, given all the other
free opportunities to gain CM via electronic webinars at our computers.

In promoting the planning profession within our states, it was noted that our success within our various

state | egislatures is due to our becoming known for h
our ¢ ommu nlida knasvshét has been true in Vermont - the professional planners are highly

credible witnesses and relied upon for their legislative testimony.

Finally, national smart growth legislation is being re -

introduced this year. The political climate for it may be better

than in the past.  Thank you to the membership for sending

Vg me to Minneapolis. | hope the communication & what | bring
from you to them and what | ddmsab
\A useful.

Picture by Lee Krohn.
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My VieW fme the BOard (Continued from Page 1) I

Recently | received the newsletter from the Ohio Chapter, in which my fellow Board member, Cynthia Bo-

wen, wrote an excellent status report. Il nstead of wrji

mission to reprint her report 0 with a few changes to make it relevant to Region 1.

From the Desk of the APA Region IV Director
By Cynthia Bowen, AICP, LEED AP

As this article reaches you, | know that many planners in our region are struggling in the planning pro-
fession with the economy. Planning directors are struggling with budget cuts, consultants are struggling
to get work and all planners have limited resources to obtain CM credits. APA as an organization is
aware of these concerns and is tracking the impacts on our planners in order to appropriately respond to
our membersd needs. The APA Board met in early Februa
cuss the issues 8 and APA responses 0 planners are facing. | have provided a summary of some issues
that emerged from that meeting:

Increased communication between APA and the chapters and its members - APA will continue to

send out its interact newsletter that will have pertinent information on what is happening at APA and

how the slow -down in the country is affecting planners. Additionally, board members will be trying to

attend more of their regionds chapter board meetings
and how APA can help. Some of the things that APA is doing include holding off on filling vacant posi-

tions, cutting department budgets and determining how the organization can be more efficient at provid-

ing services.

Cash Flow Projections - APA has put together projections for our budget over the next several years.
Three scenarios have been projected to help the APA Board make decisions on how to handle the eco-
nomic slow -down and how it might affect services to our members. We are encouraging each chapter to
put together their own projections in order for local chapters to make sound fiscal decisions regarding
their chapter and to help better weather this economic climate. The organization is also looking at ways
to provide lower cost services and events to help planners get through this recession. .

Website - APA understands that there have been significant issues with its website. They are currently

working through this. The Board felt it was important that we should not take the entire website off -line
for 3 months while it was updated. Instead, we decided that we would make some major overhauls and

keep it on -line while continuing to tweak it. This has caused some problems, however the Board still be-

lieves this was the best strategy for our organization. The other issue that planners have experienced

with the website is lack of connection. The organization realizes that the Chicago office where our servers

reside does not have enough broadband width to handle all of the Internet traffic. The Board has ap-

proved money, not originally allocated in the budget, to immediately upgrade our system to a fiber optic

line that will increase bandwidth and speed for our members.

Membership fi APA is now in Phase Il of our membership growth strategy. APA has approximately 44,500
members. At this time, we have not seen a drop in our membership, however as the economic situation

Continues on Page 11
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My View from the Board (Continued from Page 10)

continues to unfold, we understand that the organization could be impacted. The membership committee
is looking at how to continue to maintain and grow, if possible, over the next two years. A focus group
will be created to discuss how we can target membership, what services are of interest to our members,
and how we can continue to grow without compromising customer service. The membership committee
will also be focusing on trying to attract more students, young professionals, plan commission and board
of zoning appeals members. We will work with chapters to help increase their membership as well, which
will benefit their local budgets. Currently, the membership committee is reviewing membership catego-
ries and bundles to determine how they need to change to meet the needs of existing and future mem-
bers.

Infrastructure Task Force -ln order to understand the existin
ture, the Board formed a task force to look at long -term solutions to infrastructure problems. This is a
three -year program that APA is undertaking to evaluate current conditions and challenges, develop a

new vision, and identify recommendations for changes in public policy and planning practice. The task

force steering committee will include the chairs of six sub -committees focused on the topics of transpor-

tation, water, energy, technology and telecommunications, public facilities and green infrastructure. Sev-
eral regional forums have been identified. .

Magazine - Most of you probably realize that APA has redesigned Planning Magazine. This is the first re-
design in 30 years. Several new items have been
ners can reference in their day to day activities and pull graphics off the website to incorporate into re-
ports, a new research section as well as implementing the APA branding.

APA National Centers of Planning - APA has created four national centers, including Hazards Planning,
Green Communities, and Planning and Community Health. The purpose of these national centers is to
obtain outside funding to help APA research these specific topics and potential solutions that communi-

ties throughout the country can use. This research then is translated into PAS reports, free CM credit

audio webinars, conference presentations and smaller articles in Planning Magazine. You can learn more

at www.planning.org/nationalcenters/index.htm.

This should bring you up to date with the APAD®s
t i me. Wedre moving forward on communicating our
omy and green our communities. Pl ease dondt for
these initiatives and other sources of support is posted all the time. If you should have any additional
comments or questions please feel free to contact me at david@greenwoodsassociates.com _ or
631.365.3604
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ME LegiSIative Update (Continued from Page 5) I

ings prior to the Public Hearing, in an effort to Climate Change
solicit greater input. The LPC participated in both
stakeholder meetings, testified at the public hear-
ing, and attended the work session. Unfortu-
nately, this bill is as controversial now as it was
in the beginning, and it is unlikely that the State
and Local Government Committee will reach con-
sensus, meaning the bill will likely go to a full
floor debate.

There was one major Resolve (LD 460) to create a
stakeholder group to identify options for adapting
to climate change. The LPC provided testimony in
favor of this bill, which was well -received. The
LPC has referred to our testimony on this bill
when discussing all other climate change bills,
basically arguing that a stakeholder group is the
proper approach to take to deal with this impor-
tant planning topic with far ~ -reaching implica-
tions. The LPC consistently recommended that
the Legislature follow through with this approach,
rather than make immediate statutory changes.

Building Codes

Three bills proposed to modify the Maine Uniform
Building and Energy Code (LDs 440, 652, 997).
The Uniform Building Code, like the Informed
Growth Act, was passed by the Legislature last
session, was quite controversial, and therefore
there are many stakeholders who wish to modify
or kill the legislation altogether. The LPC pro-
vided testimony in opposition to one of these bills,
LD 440, which would have allowed single -family
residential homes to be exempt from the Code.
The bill died, and the LPC decided to just track
the other bills, rather than provide testimony, as

it appears that the Legislature has no desire to
modify the Building Code at this time.

The LPC has continued its success from last year.

We are educating legislators on the importance of
planning and raising awareness of planning is-

sues in general. If you have any questions re-

garding legislation in Maine, including specific
questions such as o0What is
Act?, 06 please contact MacQG

LURC

Thanks to the media attention of Plum Creekds
proposed development, there are six bills propos-

ing to restructure the Land Use Regulation Com-

mission (LURC) in one fashion or another (LDs

413, 474,516, 558, 1047, 1370). Since all these

bills have a public hearing at the same time, the

LPC chose to provide single testimony, opposing

the various bill s. MAP®ds testimony calls for a
comprehensive review of the LURC statutes, dis-
cussing the general subject of LURC&8s purpose

and function, rather than piecemeal amendment
that attempts to respond to tensions that have
arisen over the last few years. As of this printing,
the public hearing had not occurred.
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amples of health impact assessments are high-
lighted and discussed. A how -to guide for con-
ducting health impact assessments (HIAs), devel-
oped by the American Planning Association and
the National Association of County & City Health
Officials, sponsored by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. CM | 6.0 Register here:
http://professional.captus.com/Planning/hia/def

ault.aspx

The 2008 AICP Symposium

This free podcast is available until September 30,
2009. CM | 2.5. To participate, visit
https://www.planning.org/aicp/symposium/2008/

Online Training Courses Coming Soon

In spring 2009, APA will release two new online
courses: Ethical Practice for Practicing Planners
and Hot Topics in Planning Law , to meet the de-
mand for CM ethics and law training. Another

course, The Transportation/Land Use Connection
will follow shortly. Registration information will

be posted on the Self-Directed Study webpage
when it becomes available.

AICP Exam Questions

Applicants can refer all exam re-
lated questions to
aicpexam@planning.org . We also
encourage you to check out our new
AICP Exam web page at
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Old San Juan, PR

A well preserved gem

By Sandrine Thibault, NNECAPA Information Officer

I was lucky enough to travel to Puerto Rico this past
April and visit the walled city of Old San Juan, a
historic district of narrow cobblestones streets, pas-
tel -colored colonial architecture and lovely plazas.

Picturesque, bustling

San Juan is the oldest

city under the U.S.

flag, having been es-

tablished in 1521 as a

point of departure for

Spanish expeditions to

chart and settle other

parts of the New

World. The rich his-

tory of Puerto Rico is

nowhere more evident

than in the seven -

square block area

known as Old San Juan. This centuries -old
neighborhood originated as a military stronghold, as
evidenced by the remains of massive walls and forts
built to protect it from enemies. In more recent dec-
ades, the area has evolved into a charming residen-
tial and commercial district.

In fact, a massive restoration project

was started in Old San Juan to com-
memorate in 1993 the 500th anniver-
sary of Col umbusd si
Rico.

Whatever your purpose might be

(visiting an historic gem, getting a sun

and beach fix or learning some salsa

steps) a visit to the OId Juan is worth

every penny, the planner in you will

quickly appreciate its beauty, and

dondt worry youoll b

fix of Ben & Jerryods
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